
	 1	

Anna Abner’s 1st Interview with Christine Rains 

 

Christine Rains is a writer, blogger, and geek mom. She has four degrees which 
help nothing with motherhood, but make her a great Jeopardy player. She lives in 
southern Indiana with her husband and son in a cozy little house stuffed full of 
books and games. She’s a member of Untethered Realms and S.C.I.F.I. She has 
twenty short stories and five novellas published. 

Anna Abner: First, thank you so much for stopping by on your blog tour for the 
third novella in the 13th Floor Series, Dragonslayer. Can you start by telling us 
about your writing schedule? 

Christine Rains: As a stay-at-home mom, I have no specific writing schedule. If 
my son naps, I’ll get an hour or two in the afternoon. I might get an hour at night if 
I’m lucky. My son also goes to preschool twice a week, and I use those few hours 
in the morning to write. That is the only time I can be certain I’ll get to write. 

AA: Your hero and heroine in 1301 are old enough to have a few wrinkles and a 
little gray in their hair. What made you choose to write slightly older characters? 

CR: I read a lot of paranormal romances. There are a lot of young and rash 
characters. Even if they’re thousands of years old, they still behave that way. I 
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wanted a couple who were more set in their personalities. I wanted strength 
through wisdom, and besides, a little gray hair can be sexy. 

AA: I agree! Speaking of rash, supernatural characters, do you feel like your 
writing is more character or plot driven? 

CR: Definitely character driven. I focus much more on my characters and let them 
propel the story forward. One of my idols, Stephen King, has amazing 
characterization skills. I strive to bring the people who live in my head to life on 
paper as brilliantly as he does. 

AA: I’d say you’re doing a great job. Up to this point you’ve written about 
demons, vampires, and werewolves. What characters do you have planned for 
upcoming stories in the series? 

CR: In my newest novella, there are dragons. Modern day dragons who are still 
hoarding and seeking power. The next book will feature a harpy who works for 
Zeus, and you’ll see my twist to the Greek pantheon. The vampire will return in 
the fifth story narrated by a banshee named Harriet. Poor girl has a rough life! 

AA: 1301 and 1302 take place in Carmine on the same night. Will all the 13th 
Floor stories take place around that same time? 

CR: Yes. All the books will take place around the same time period in the city 
except for the fourth book which will mostly take place out of this realm of 
existence. It will still be during the same time as the other stories, though. 

AA: How do you develop new characters and story ideas? 

CR: A lot of my ideas come from dreams and simple wonderings about the world. 
I like to play with ideas and characters in my head before I put pen to paper, or 
rather, fingers to keyboard. I’m a pantser, so all I need is one good character and 
I can start writing. 

AA: When you’re not writing what do you enjoy doing? 

CR: I love to spend time with my son and see the world anew through his eyes. 
I’m an avid reader and movie addict. I also love the outdoors and would happily 
spend my days walking in the woods if the weather was nice. 

AA: What advice would you give to struggling writers just starting out? 
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CR: Don’t be intimidated by everything you read. Write what you love and don’t 
stop writing. Not for anything. Never give up on your dreams. Perseverance will 
see you through. 

AA: Finally, what can you tell us about 1303: Dragonslayer? 

CR: Dragons have not gone extinct. They have taken on human form and 
blended in with our society, hiding in plain sight as famous and powerful 
individuals. While the dragons use their influence to gain more power, 
dragonslayers are forced into the shadows and deemed outlaws. In my novella, a 
dragonslayer named Xan misses his target and incurs the dragon’s wrath. He 
also picks up an unwanted passenger in the form of hard-edged reporter Lois 
King. She’s a skeptic and won’t believe him, but he must convince her or else 
they both could die. 

AA: Sounds exciting! Thank you again for the interview, and good luck with all 
your future projects. 

You can find the 13th Floor by Christine Rains at Amazon.com. 


